January 9, 2012
Dear Parents:

The week of March 13th, St. Paul’s Lutheran School will be having a Social Studies Fair.  Projects should be brought into the school on Tuesday, March 13th.  All children in grades 1-8 are to prepare and enter one project for the coming Social Studies Fair.  
The Social Studies Fair entries will be divided into the following four basic categories:  

1. Civics and Government; 2. People, Customs and Ways of Life; 3. History; 4. Geography
Tips for display of projects:

1. Remember to show documentation for all sources used in a bibliography for your project.

2. Plan your Social Studies project ahead of time (ie. now).  All ideas are due by Friday, February 3rd.  

3. Use a backdrop.  Though not required, a backdrop will help you display your information and materials.  Most office supply stores sell cardboard display boards, or you may construct your own.  
4. Judging Criteria: 

(1)  Display of information, neatness, attractiveness, spelling, grammar, in student’s own hand 


(written or typed)
(2) Difficulty, originality, creativity, appropriate for grade level.  

(3) Organization, projects and materials need to be well organized to communicate its purpose.
(4) Written communication of topic (ie. Topic, purpose, procedure, conclusion, Christian viewpoint where appropriate, student understood project, acknowledge parental help/involvement)

(5) Bibliography of sources and information.  (It is illegal to copy and quote without giving credit – i.e. Plagiarism)

Time to spend on the project:

There are six weeks until the due date of this project. Please begin right away to give yourself adequate time to do a good job.  

General Rules:

1. Projects are made at home. The school does not furnish materials.

2. While parents may lend their encouragement and advice, the student should do all the physical work on his/her project.

3. No kits should be entered in the fair.  All projects are to be original.

4. If a student is uncertain about the appropriateness of a chosen project, student should check with his/her teacher.

Yours in Christian Education,

Mrs. Hoffman
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